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A:modeſt Enquiry into the Opinion con- 
cerning a Guardian Angel. 


S a | | 0 
urs I received, wherein you require my Thoughts 
concerning this Queſtion, Whether it may not be 

. probable that every Man bath bis Guardian Angel ? 
And though I were then Employed in more uſeful Studies, 
yet knowing you would be impatient of delay, I choſe rather 
to break of and gratifie your Curioſity in the beſt manner 
that I can. Not that I think it any Derogation to a wiſe 
and good Man to Exerciſe himſelf upon ſuch an Argument as 
you propound, but that ſuch Speculations do very little im- 
prove and advance the Intellectual Life. Wherefore I ſhall 
give you my Sentiments with theſe two Cautions, which 
I would have to be obſerved in all Theories and matters of 
pure Speculation. . N 

1. That the Speculation do not claſh with the Attri- 
butes of God, his Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power. For 
whatever leſſens or diminiſhes any of theſe three Grand At- 
tributes of the Deity, is at no hand to be admitted ; be- 
cauſe it deſtroys the ſureſt and -moſt certain Topicks from 
which any Argument or Raticionation can be drawn. For to 
me an Argument fetcht from the goodneſs of God; which is 
Infinite Fecundity and Prolificalneſs , is as concluſive as any 
Demonſtration in Euclide. Becauſe I ſee no reaſon why 
there may not be Demonſtrations in Morality as well as 


-  Mathematicks, ſince all moral Reaſon ariſes from, and is re- 


ſolved into ſuch Principles as need no Proof, but are of 
themſelves immediately true, as all Mathematical Demon- 


{trations are found in ſome firſt undeniable Axioms : As 


Dr. More affirms in his Ethicks. 33 5 
2. That it do not diſturb the Church's Peace, which is a 


thing ſo ſacred and inviolable, that all Theories and Specu- 
lations ought to yield the greateſt deference toit. Suppoſe 


then that the Queſtion were, Whether the Earth were not a 
BY wi A 2 Planet, 
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5 255 Planet , and tbe Sun the immoveable Center, around which 


all the Planets , and our Earth with the reſt , * 2 
| ouſly 
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hall a , that Demons or 
ng hot is ngs worth. an apcroſe „ &#-contention-about it. 
if orary one will make uſe of this per in ſuch ſpecn- 
latzve Points, as are not either way clearly and manifeſtly 
revealed in the Holy. Scriptures. the Peace af the Church of 
God ould invialably be preſerved , Lp 

waren d by thoſe aha cherniſe differ in 

I very much qy Whether the Angels i in 
Heaven are of the ſame and Opinion in things not 
magiteſbly. by God revealed: to tham; or rather am per- 
1 G a * from that in the Prophet Daniel, 
Tben, ſaid he, Fean not Daniel; for from the 

47 70 5 & 040 ſet; thing beart tounderſand, and tu chaſten 
A fore th God, thy, words mere heard, and I am come. 
far, thy wards :: Bug. the. Prigce of the Kingdom of Perfia withſtood 
mme one and twenty days, But lo Michael one of the chief Princes 
came to, help me, and, 1 remained there with the Kings of Perſia. 
And V. 20,21. Then ſaid be, . 

tee and nom 1 will return to fig bt with the Prince. of Perſia; 
b eee lo the, Prince , Greece ſball — 
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2 Guardian Angel. | 


Blu Lil Kos chat hich zs nad in the Scripture e Truth: 


aud there is noue that boldeth with me in theſe things, But Mis 
chael your Prince. From this Text Thomas Aquinas, and 
the Schoolmen infer a Difference and Diſcord. among the 
Angels which they call a Fight, the Summ of which they af- 
firm to be this; Inter Angelos nulla eſt, nec eſſe poteſt diſcordia 
voluntatum.; ſi ſpedtes nimirum id, quod were volunt : volunt 
enim amnes quod 2alt Deus: ſed diverſitas quedam nonnunquam 
in ipſorum judiciis atque ſententiis 4 eſſe videtur, quatenus ſcil : 
eee Dei Decreto, wnu ex und cauſa judicat ſie eſſe facien- 
Alter contra em ali cauſa cenſet nm ita eſſe agendum. 
i. e. There is no diſcord or diſagreement of Wills , nor in- 
deed eau be, among the Angels, that is to ſay, if you look 
upon that which they truly Will; for they all Will that 
which God Hils But there ſeems to be ſometimes a kind 
of Diverſity in their Fudgments: and Opinions; becauſe be- 
ing ignorant of God's Decree, one may ſuppoſe for this 


| Reaſon ſuch a thing ought: ſo to be done. Another on the 


contrary for another reaſon thinks it ought not to be ſo 
done. Whereby it manifeſtly appears that in things not 
clearly revealed by God, there may be diverſity of Opini- 
ons without any breach of. Univerſal Love and Charity. 
How far this ovght to prevail in all thoſe things that are not 
Eſſential to Religion, and which we our ſelves account mu- 
table, and may be altered for good Reaſons, is not my bu- 
— . Ä(ÜͤdI ] ˙ͤ U 

Now as to what concerns the Caſe of a Guardian Angel, 


I muſt ſuggeſt ſome things as it were by way of Preface and 


Introduction; As 

1. That there are ſeveral Orders and Degrees of 
Angels. For that they. are not all equal, not only the 
Pagan Philoſophers aſſerted , but is much more certainly 
concluded in 'the Holy. Scriptures. Thoſe higher Spirits 


which we call Angels, are by the Pagans ſtyled Oo: 


Gods, and thus the Chaldean wiſe men ſpake to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Dan. 2. 11. There is none. other that can ſhew 
it before the King , except the Gods ,. whoſe dwelling is not 


with Fleſh: By which they underſtood thoſe. higher Elobim 


or Angels, who are ſo pure. that they have no converſation 
with Men, as the Aerial Genis or Demons have; with whom 
theſe Chaldcans might N to have ſome F . 
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_ tedly a piece of the Pithogoricat'or Moſaical Cabbala if ' you 
'WIIL) 15 come to the Holy Ser iptures 


Chariots, whence God is faid Pſai 18. 10. to yn upon t 
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chem, till 
who bath 
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in frequent uſe wien them, as is — by a late very 


about the A Age that Ariſtides 9 lived n 
Miner os, 


Learned Author of our o-] n. Afaximur Tyre" acktiowled- 
ges three ſubordinate Ranks of theſe Inferior Gods', as Mi- 
niſters of the Supreme in the Government of the World ; 
Diſſertat. 1. where he ſpeaks thus, Bene Noo SR ay Cc. 
1 will now more plainly derlate m — ſenſe by this ſimilitude: 
Imagine in, mind, a great Powerful Kingdom or 
Principality, in which abe reſt freely and with one con- 
ſent conſpire to direct their Actions, agrecably to the 
will and Command of one Supreme King, the Oldeſt and 
the Beſt, And then ſuppoſe the'Bounds and Limits of this 
Empire, not to be the - ver Falys, nor the Helleſpont, 
nor the M#otim1ake, nor che Sböars of the Ocean; but 
Heaven above and the Earth beneath. Here then let that 
r fic immoveable, preſcribing Laws to all his Sub- 
, in_ which confilts their Safety and Security : The 
Lan FR A his Empire being many, both viſible and inviſi- 
ble Gods; ſome of which chat are neareſt to him, and 
nue attending on Him, are in the higheſt Ro oyal 
Dignity, feaſting as it were at the ſame” Table with Mine 3 
others again are” their Minifters and Attendants; and 3 
third fort inferior to them both. And thus you fe” how | 
the Order and Chain of this Government deſcends wavy by 
ſteps and degrees, from the 8 e God to the Earth and 
Men. But Co will tet this 'paly (though it were undoub- 


In the old Teſta- 
ment we read of Cherubim and Seraphim, the one ſignify ying 


Cherubim ; and the other taking their degomination Nw 


Fire; and it Was one of theſe, that in Iſaub's Viſion", $014 


Luk. 1. 19. 


ched the Prophets Lips with u Ne "Coal: at's. g. We real 
eg. of 247 an 85 Ng 2 — (or ſo he 
ays of himſelf, "Gabtit mt preſence of God) 
and yet there Was greater than re W he recetved 

à Com- 
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eie make Daniel underſtand the Viſſon, Dan. 
3. 16. We read alſo of Michael who is called a great Prin 

Dau. 12. 7. and by St. Jude, v. 9. an Archangel, A 
tbe Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul who was rapt - into the third 
Heaven tells us of Principality, Power, Might, and Dominion, 
Ep. 1. 21. And the ſame he repeats again, Col. 1. 16. 
Muetbher tbey be Thrones , or Dominions , of Principalities 
or Powers ; with this only difference , that What in the 
ſonementioned place is expreſſed by #dyaws [might} is here 
called de- Thrones, ' Now theſe together with Angels 
and Archangels, the titious Dionyſus hath marſhall'd 
into Ternions of three general Hierarchies; in each of 
which Hierarchies he places three Orders. 'in the firſt 
Seraphims, Cherubims and Fhrones: In the ſecond Domi- 


nions, and Powers: In the third Principalities, 
Archangels and Angels. Though Origen ſeems to acknow- Z. 4. c. Ceſſ. 
ledge no other but hut the Apoſtle mentioned. But 


this tumid Knowledge thus cur ĩovſty to determine the Par- 
ticular Hierarchies of Angels, is not only a fruitleſs and 
unneceſſary. but a bold and remerarious attempt; and 
ſeems to be checked by this Apoſtle, Col. 2. 18. 

St. Ferome (as be is cited by Zuni, if I miſtake bot, 
Tom. 9. in cap. 1. Epiſt ad Epbeſ.)' diſcourſes much more 
ſoberly': Mun quereniiam eft, ubi Apoſtolus hc quaruor no- 

mina, Principatuni Loquur, 3 et Virtutem et Domi- 
—  ſcripta'repererit; & in medium unde protulerit. Neg, 
enim fus off, eum, e don lectione fuerit e aliquid 
locutum putare in ſan voluminibus non babetur. Ar- 
bitror itaq; illum, aut de Traditionsbus Febr adrum, 6a ſe- 


ereta amt. in medium protuliſſe, aut cerre 7%. quaſ juæt a 


ſeniſſe ublamius. de regibis atq; Printipibus, ducibus 
oY his, Zeus de 1 Numeris & in Regnorum 
Libris fan imaginem aliorum Principum Regumg; cognoviſſe : 
quod ſcil. in  Caleftibus'fint Prineipatus, ſint Poteſtates, int 
Dominationes atq: Virtutes, & catera Miniſteriorum ecke 
nec nos poſſuritus nomimare ,- nec ipſum Paulum puto, 
grig25 | corpuſculo coſt itutum, eninmerure vlt e. 85 ps 
wu Priucipatus ac Poteſtates & vines G Domninittiones,” ne- 
oft, ut & ſubjadtur babe ant, & timenren 65. fer dienten ſibi 
of qui ſua fortitudine roborentur. Que diſtributiones officio- 
rum 


A modeſt Enguiry conterning 
rum nom ſolu impræſentiarum, ſed etiam in futuro ſeculo erunt, 
ut per ſingulos prafedtus & bhonores & aſcenſiones & deſcenſio- 
yes, vel creſcat aliquis vel decreſcat & ſub alia atq; alia Po- 
teſtate, Virtute, Principatu & Dominatione fiat. Nos h. 
munculi, cito in cinerem & Pulverem diſſolvendi, fi conſenſu 
bominum-levemur in Reges, tantas babemus Miniſtrorum diver- 
ſtates & multitudines, quantas facilius poſſumus ſentive quam 
dicere : & putamus Deum, Dominum Dominorum ,” & Regem 
Regnantium ſimplics .tantum Ainiſterio eſſe contentum ? i. e. 
Nou it is to be inquired where the Apoſtle found theſe 
four Names written, I mean Principality, Power, Might 
* andDominion,and from whence he brought them toLight. 
* For tis not reaſonable to think, that he, who was ſo well 
<« verſed in the Scriptures, ſhould ſpeak any thing that was 
4 not to be found in thoſe ſacred Volumes. I ſuppoſe there- 


e fore that he either took theſe things from ſome ſecret Tra- 


„ ditions of the Jens, or elſe, he underſtanding the Law to 
« be Spiritual, had a more ſublime Senſe of thoſe things, 
* which:;ſcemed as it were to be written only according to 
&* the Hiſtory, And what is related of Kings and Princes, 
of Chieftains, Tribunes and Centurions in the Books of 
©* Numbers and of the Kings, he underſtood to bear an Image 
Land Reſemblance of other Kings and Princes: Namely that 
in the Cæleſtial Regions there are Principalities, there are 
powers, there are Dominions and Mights, and ſuch other 
„Terms of Miniſteries, which we can neither name, nor I 


* think Paul himſelf in this his Earthly Body would reckon 


cup. But now if. there be Principalities and Mights and Do- 
* minions, it muſt of neceſſity be that they likewiſe haveSub- 
< jects ,, who fear and ſerye them, and are upheld by their 
*ſtrength. Which Diſtribntions of Offices will be not only 
** at,preſent. but in the World to come, that through each of 
** thoſe. Advancements and Honours, and Aſcenſions and Deſ- 
**cenſions, a Man may either increaſe or decreaſe; and may 
de ſometimes under one, and ſometimes under another pow. 
er, Might, Principality and Dominion. We poor Mortals 
that are quickly to be diſſol ved into Duſt and Aſhes, if by 
the conſent of the People we ſhould be raiſed to the Dig- 
* nity of Kings, have as many Diverſities and Multitudes of 
E Attendants, as may more eaſily be conceiyed than ſpoken: 
inn IN rc R gn GAINS TW dn e 1 And 
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2. That the A els are the Admigifritors of God's' 
Providence in th otld. We have made it Manifeſt, 
gat there are Benth Degrees and Orders of Angels; for 
2h all Immaterial and Incorporeal Beings as to their 
. "Nature of wi, are alike, yet there are different 
and Bad Spirits; A8 is a ſpecifical Diffe- 
17 77 Angelical and Humane Souls , Fad between 
Is' of Men, 1 — the Souls of Brutes. We ſhall now 
make 12 6 appear likewiſe that God, (though he be Infinite 
and Omni Yrefent, and vitally pervade the ST Creation) 
_ dhes'not's free do every thing to the moſt minute 
with'his" own hand, ike a Manuary Opificer, but has ſub- 
ee 1 57 Pg Kingdom amongſt thoſe'ſeveral 
Ranks and Orders of intellectual Ga and theſe he 
World. uſe of in the Adminiſtration of his Providence in the 
or 
* tho Angels are ajd to be the Eyes of the Lord which 
un to und fro through the whole earth: ech. 4-10. Andin 


Hebr by 14. 1 are called i xerve:ug Miniſtr ing 


tht & 


As mb" uo 103. 21. Nerve the Miniſters of God 
at 80 his pleafare, And theſe are the ſubſervient Inſtru- 


ments which God uſes in the Government of the Univerſe, 
and they ſo far interels themſelves in the Affairs of Man- 
Kind, that all things ſhall go according to their Directions, 
and thoſe Orders 2 Commands 1 have d from 


ON. according t to that of Theognis. 
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Te Viſion of Jacob's ie reaching from Heaven to 
Earth, (from whence ſome will have Homer to have taken 
his Golden Chain) u 1 which the Angels of God aſcended 
and deſcended,” clearly Imports their Adminiſtration of the 
affairs of this Lower World. Now among theſe the Ancient 
gg woah make ſome to be the Preſidential Angels of 
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2 Guardian Angel. 
For ſince it is certain not only that there are ſuch Beings as 
Angels, but that they are of different Order, Dignity, and 


Degree; and it being Likewiſe. ſo evident that there are 


Preſidentiary Angels of Empires and Kingdoms; It will 
naturally follow that theſe great Hierarchal Princes ſhould 
have ſome Inferior and Subordinate to them, whom they 
might Employ as their Miniſters, and Subjects, which might 
manage a part under them, and be accountable. to their 
Prepoſzti for whatever Truſt! is committed to them. And 
fince Kingdoms and Nations are compounded and made up 
of leſſer Diviſions, as of Provinces, Cities, and other lnfe- 
rior Corporations and Political Societies, and Bodies of 
Men, known by their ſeveral Intereſts, Trades and ways 
and manner of Life, under one ſupreme head; It feems 
agreeable co Reaſon, that as each Particular Kingdom hath 
it's Guardian Angel, ſo each Province, City, Town, -Vil- 


lage, and Particular Family ſhould have theirs likewiſe ; and 


then it will eaſily be inferred that every individual Perſon, 
in each Family ſhould; have a Genius alloted to him. For o- 
therwiſe the Great Prince of a Nation or Kingdom, would 
have no Subjects to execute. his Decrees, nor would the 
Chain and Subordination of Government from the Preſiden- 
tiary Angel downward, to each Particular and Individual 
within ſuch certain bounds and limits be preſerved Whole 


and Entire. 


Moreover, ſince there is no incongruity in admitting 


that there are Angels to whom the Government of the Ele- 
ments is intruſted, that they ſhould not exceed their juſt 

- bounds, nor invade and deſtroy Each other: And ſuch as 
are likewiſe appointed over the ſeaſons of the Year, and the 
fruits of the Earth; And thoſe that Superintend the ſeveral 

+ ſpecies of Brute Animals; It would look like a flaw in the 
beautiful Order of things, if there ſhould be no kind and 

- Officious/ Spirits to preſide over Men, to whom God has 
* the Earth, and for whoſe ſake we may ſay in a Pious 


nſe, the reſt of the Creatures were made; And ſurely 


the Life of my Lord the King is of more worth that ten 


thouſand of theirs. 
2. And this will receive further light, if we conſider 


thus in the next Place; That we are Born into the World 


helpleſs and miſerable , and the moſt capable Subjects of 
ED ae eh © , Sorrows 
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A modeſÞ Enquiry concerning 
my and Misfortunes. Our Infancy is various and uncer- 


5 fed to a theuſand adverſe Accidents and Dea 
7 55 doner is the bubble riſtn upon the face of 


ater, but a tuder drop ' driven 7 uncivil Winds 

reatens to daſh it in pieces. The careleſneſs and neg 

nce of a Nurſe, the Natural Weakneſsand imbecillity of 
an Infant-State, which —.— ſo tender and Paſſive, is quick- 
deſtroyed noxious Ferments and Qualities, and all 
ofe numerous. ds which attend our Childhood, ſuff- 
viently be ak the neceſſity of ſuch a Guardian Providence. 
But ſuppoſe we ſut vive all theſe chances (Which yet by the 
ſolitary Prudence and common care of Mortals tis not like- 
ly he © ever bard and arrive to ſome farther and riper Ex- 
ſe kD afon, yet our own Raſhneſs and Inadverten- 


5 Ke oe cher and Government we have of our 
"expoſe us te ſuch dangers as would cet. 
Aenne focal - without "the Aﬀiſtance-of theſe inviſ- 


bie Guardians to nt and fave us from them. Thoſe 
nſtruments which Nature made to our Lives 
wry lf in Tock Air ofttimes contribute to our Ruin and 
115 by fuck ing in f a Peſtilential vapour, which quiek- 
horries 2 e Soy} Abe che onhis World, und the Body to 
1. Fed lence in the Earth. Now the Preſervation of 
our Lives in ſuch Caſes is doubtleſs owing to the benign in- 
Auence of theſe Officious_ Spirits, who repel, anth dende off | 
the Danger when we know: nothing: of i ie, 
> Man review and call to mit * erte 
ae bebe notoptous Accidents that befel 
e zoe 


rein heeitherNrangely eſcaped'an = 
met 800 Hire lucky Hit, that Proved 
5. hn he know not how, and he will Rnd 
tribute theſis ro the cat” 


rao 


the different « bn oh 
es" of things? 2 8 render 7 and” "The 


* he Agenden of this opinion Aar probably enn 
x this manner; That we are ptaced here in this World 


N 15 21 ee Leterneur 'of all things, in a State ef 
. 


u , wherein Vers and Vice, Late and. 
Death, 


Death, abe ſe beßore us; the one as the juſt deſert of n 
Impious and Flagitious Mind, the other as the reward of a” 


Generous aud Sincere Spirit. The way of Vice is broad 
and eaſie, grateful and pleaſant to the Animal Faculties, 
which being mere active and lively as we com 
World, by reaſon of along and habitual Depravation of 
our Wills and higher Powers, are eaſily taken with and 
charmed inte a Love and Complacency of the things of 
Senſe. And veſides the diſad vantage we bring along with 
us into this Life, we are expoſed to the daily Snares, Sub- 
tleties and Temptations of the Spirit of Darkneſs, who 
omit no opportunity of ruining and deſtroying us: And 
no ſince they in this our Mortal State, are fo vigilant and 
induſtrious in breathing into us their on hellifh Nature, it 
ſeems hut reaſonahle that we ſhould have the conſtant pre- 
ſence of ſome good who ſhould be as active in pro- 
moting a Divine Nature in us, and by all thoſe ſecret ways 
of acting whereby ſpirits communicate with one another, 
quicken and excite us to the proſecution of ſolid and ſub- 
tial Virtue. And there is little doubt but things may 
be ſo ; For u the Evil Spirits (beſides the tainting the l- 
magination or Phancy with diftorted and Vitious Repreſen- 
tations) can inſinnate themſelves into the Bodies of thoſe, 
who have given themſelves over to their Conduct and Gui- 
dance; it is as Rational to think that the good Genius may 
at ſome times inſpire and poſſeſs a holy and devout Man; 
and then what joy and imvatd ſatisfaction may reſult and 
ariſe from two ſuch complicated Agents, none can tell but 
ſuch hoſe good hap it Hath been to Experience it. 
2. Lcome now to the ſecond Particular, to ſhew what 
may de alledged in it's behalf from the Holy Scriptures. 
And here to omit that G@..4..15, The Angel which redeom- 
eme from all Exil bleſs. tbe Lads : The favourers of this O- 
\pigion ſuppoſe they have no ſmall Conntenance to their 
Doctrine from the following: Texts: Mat. 18. 10. Tale 
4 heed that ye deſpiſt not one of theſe little ones; for I ſay unto 
you #71 4 df array, that in Heaven their Angels do always 
-behold:the face of my Father which is in Heaven. Now whe- 
ther by theſe Clittie ones} be meant Children in reſpe& of 
their Age and Badily-Stature, or whether thoſe that are in 
the Infancy: of Religion, new Converts to the Faith of 


e into the 


Chriſt, ,_ 


People, to ingratiate himſeif ſo much the more 


A moleſt Enquiry concerning 


Chriſt, it is one and the ſame thing ; becauſe the words of 


our Saviour ſeem expreſſy to declare; that every one of 
thoſe Clittie ones] hath his Guardian Angel aſſigned bim, 
who obſeryes all the injuries and wrongs done whether by 
Men or Devils - againſt his reſpective care and charge, and 
_ of God to be avenged-on thoſe that 'commited 
f STREET WC RIAL IIS £1 

- . Another place of Scripture commonly made uſe of for 
the proof of this opinion is that A. 12. When St. Peter 
miraculouſly eſcaped out of Priſon by the Aſſiſtance of an 
Angel, be came to the Houſe of Mary the Motber of John whoſe 
Surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying; 
And as Peter knocked at the door f gate, a Damſel came to 
bearken named Rhoda. And when ſhe knew Peter's Voice, ſhe 
opened not the Gate: for gladneſt, but ran in and told bow Peter 
ſtood before the Gate. And they ſaid unto ber thou art Mad. 
But ſhe conſtantly affirmed that it was even ſo; then ſaid they it is 
bis Angel. That this cannot be underſtood of ſome ordina- 
15 Meſſenger that Peter had ſent from the Priſon, appears, 
1. From the conſtant affirmat ĩon of the Maid, that ſne knew 
it was Peter by his Voice. 2. To what end or purpoſe 


| ſhould this Melitnger ridiculouſly endenwwor to:rounterfeir 


Peter's Voice, ſince his Errand might as effectually have been 


done without it. 3. When the, Diſciples ſaid it was his 


Angel, they concluded according to the received Opinion 


of the ſews, that 4t was his Guardian Angel who did then 


per ſonate him. I confeſs 1 have read ſomewhere, that 
25 may ſignifie Ghaſt, and ſo it is his Angel, will be 


as much as to ſay, it is his Soul or Ghoſt, they ſuppoſing him 

to be privatety Murdered in the Priſon. But to this it 

may be (| 0.400 1. That it will be hard to produce any 
t 


Example that the Word Af, is ever uſed for a Ghoſt 
or rted Soul. 2. It ſeems to contradict the whole Story 


as related here by St. Lule; who tells us, v. 4. that Herod 


intended after Eaſter to bring Peter forth to the People, and 


2s he had publickly lain James with the Sword, ſo to pleaſe 


the People he would after · the ſame public manner deſtroy 
Peter. But had he been pꝓrivately killed in the Priſon, this 


would have been contrary to Herod's deſign, who intended 


by putting him to Death ickly, and before all the 
ich them. 
Which 


to * , 
5 + 


kf 
'£ 
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2 Gundis . 


WMpieh e ah well with 12 opinion Peter R of these 
_ things biqmſelf, v. 1 7 a Nom! 725 . ſurety, that the Lord 
bath — bis Fry gh Yr oye oy of the hand of 
alk tbe. 5 gy 4% the Jews. 
From nd va ie manifeſtly appears, tht 80 iſciples who 
— met together pray ing for Peter, neither did nor could 
imagine that he was ſecretly made away with, and that his 
' Ghoſt came to acquaitt them with it. That Origen under» 4m, x; 
for? this Text of Scripture of a Guardian Angel, is clear is Numer, 
what he 2 Apoſtoles ſingulos ſuis uti Angelis , tan- 
e explendum [ue pradications munuu _—. 
, ſurmandum: i. e. That each Ap y 4 
Mind Angel, as an _belper together with bim, for t 
bs Office 75 preaching and e the Pork o fy Goſh LY 
Afterwards he Abels, Sie enim diechatur in A aaa. 
rum, quod Angelus 728 ſets qui pulſaret ad oftium.,. alte 
Ergo mtelligitur eſſe alius Angelus j3cut, & Petri, & alius 
alterius Apoſtoli 2 oulorum per ordine m. i. e. For ſoit's 
18 1 the At of the Apoſtles, that it was Peter's Angel which 
We ONE: f we RN Hae. is a- 
— A as. as. that, of Peter nothe! 
ther Apoſtle, ànd ſo of. every one, nor 9. 7 A Wehl this 
Tenſe diverſe. pf uy modern Divines a ade both theſe 
you of Scripture. . ... | 
I ſhall _ in the third place add, that this Opinion 
hath — ſuffrage of the Ancients both Pagan and Chriſtian. 
It is notoriouſly; known that the Pythagoreans aſſerted it, 
. whoſe. Philoſophy: 02 Was a Sromigihdrng Nd, 2 fort of traditi- 
onal Lea down from the firſt Ages of the World, 
und fuppoſed to be of Divine Original; And Socrates is 
\ famous for his Guardian Angel, as Minutius Felix affirms, 
When he ſays,thatSocrates ad nutum & arbitrium ſabi aſſiſtentts 
Dæmomi vel declinabat negotia vel petebat, i. e. That be eitber 
declined or went forward with buſineſs according to the appoint- 
" ment and advice of bis aſſiſtent Genius, Menarder his opinion 
related by Plutarch. 


"Amr ee drdel oy © 
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n. every J Alan as ſoon as be is Born, bas tha 
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f torcerning 


; 1 , | f 6 wy, 
18 A modeſt 


pointed im t be Vis nd Onide of Vis Life. And that 

who h To the -choiteſt ents of 
9 5 9 neee me is ix · 
reſted y Alen, K rh 9 


aua 2 ale Tu Nd ngen . 
e uf mini ronſpicui Jernjier 
| aan room cram opt. Mt 
222 "hip 0 l be of fi 11 A 9 one 'n 6 v= 
9 22 n i de WIenefs bis Me, who 
though i ifbie ee — "us the WR wot" "oily of 
ions but thong ber. Tanne purpeſe Aron ſpeaks, 
e ky wn bore h , Ye vundavd dirty 
U Rm ub © Griggs: Gul bar given he Mien 
bj, Face ee and ueR pere Dim dos rare, Who either 
"s s Mor tan be dei e (l. 
en Llites What Was were Git unt Ane, ust 
den , Hot only that chere are preſiden- 
5 Is af Kingdoms, but chat every Man with Hs 
Contr. Eu · Per oe It. 57 fays, that u \the Angels bave the BW 
== nom. Appeltation, ſo the ſame Nature; but forme pred over Wntions, 
= A u dare Thy wires and a over Obi. 
= 4m. S0 likewiſe St. from : "And St. from * 
1 ln Math, WOE be very real) aſcs'thefe words, 


| In Epi. I. 
© 1. c. 14» 


diguitas £ſt ft animarum , A uæque babent ub vrtu 
na, i turn fr 775 . e. rent + the 
ign rg 2 et Have from Ybe firſt . 
e ig e eee 
e 72 in refbtvi d 
particulars my eee 
"It Jes Py rt "Scene, und that it may Bcd: 


fene en re Prejudice hath foreftatted — 
udgment, and co e e e eee 1 „ 

or the reception of Truth, and « Mm hm taken a 
Tels, per again n Opitiioh *Frhviigh in It fe boch 
And rat tonal) there the rongett- i fake wi 
Impreſſion upon him. But though we ure incarveruted in 
theſe Earthly Bodies wherein our Souls are incompaſſed with 
Cimmerian Darmes yet ararehfl Krtention would diſcover 
ſo much light darting i N into This Dungeon, as - let 
us ſee a vaſt, Kingdq po irits every where ſurr n 

ur far larger and witer rm tbh Side oF the Earth; * 


ING « Guardian Angel. 1 4 | 
Spirits ſhould either hate and defpife, and 
is over and urglect ws poor Mortals and our af- 


TIES th forme Relations atteſbod by credible Perſons 
— Fa dtacks and Veraony we have no Reaſon to ſuſ- 

pect v diſtrutt. And the tirft ſhall. be that which Dr. More 
rakes wnt of ann, who received it from him that had Antid. a-- 
the Society of fuch an Ape! or GC The Rory is this: gainft A- 
= A-certam holy and pious Man, and an Acquaintance of theiſm, 
eee, freely beld him, how that he had a certain Spirit c 1. 
= that did accompany aim, which he was then © 
« firſt aware of, when he attain'd to about thirty ſeven 

years uf Age, but conceived that the ſaid Spirit had been 

** preſent with him all his Life time, as he gathered from 
certain Monitory Dreams and Viſions, whereby he was 

* forewarned as well of ſeveral Dangers as Vices. That 

this Spirit diſcovered Himſelf to him after he had for a 

< whole year together Earneſtly Prayed to God to fend a 

« Good Angel to him, to be the Guide and Governour of 

< tis We and Actions, adding alſo, chat before and after Pray- 

Ser, he uſed to ſpend two or three hours in Meditation and 


_ < reading the Scriptures, enquiring with himſelf 
*\what Religi tho many that are-controverted 


in the World, might be beſt, beſeeching 'God that he 
+ would be pleaſod to dinect him to it; and that he did not i 
4 allow of their way, chat at all adventures pray to God to i 
Licom them in that apinion they have already precon- | 
Fceinad, be it right or wrong. That white he was thus 


4 

buffy with himſelf in matters of Religion, that he Hgited | ; ; 

; on auflage in Philo Nau in his Book de Saeriſiciis, where Hl 
8 *© he writes, That a good and boly Man can offer no greater, . | 
Luer "more 4400 Savrifice #6 God, than the ablation i 


= 
ef hunſelf; and therefore following Philos councel , that 14 
l Soul c God. And that after that, amongſt. | 

* many other Divine Dreams and Viſions, he once in his 

„ gleep ſeemed to hear the Voice of God faying to him, 1 

„ will fave thy Soul, I am he that before appear'd unte thee. . 

E Afterwards that the Spirit every day would _— — g 


Lo 


e conceit that it was ſome Evil Spirit that thus ha 


| +... * at the Door, and one day diſcovered himſelf to him wa- 


? rv" n * 


5 


**©:Joor-about three or four a Clock in the Morning, 
ehe riſing and opening the door could _ body 
that the Spirit perſiſted in this Coorſe, and 
e riſe, would thus rouze him up. 

| 4. This Trouble and Boiſterouſneſi made lum 


z but 
Pane 


- 
him, and therefore he daily prayed earneſtly untoGod that 
© he would be pleaſed to ſend a good Angel to him, and 

«* often alſo ſang Pſalms, having moſt of them by heart. 
WB. , —— the Spirit afterward knocked more gently 


« king, which was the firſt time that he was aſſured by his 


That he daily beg'd of God that he would teach him his 


** Senſes that it was he; for he often touched and ſtirred 
* a drinking glaſs chat ſtood in bis Chamber , which did 

not a little amaze him. 

_ * Two days after when he entertained at Supper a cer- 

© tain Friend of his, Secretary to the that this Friend 
of his, was mightily t while he heard the Spirit 

a humping on the Bench hard by him , and was ſtrucken 
© with fear; but he bad him be of good Courage , there 
*.was no hurt towards, and the better to aſſure bim of it. 


40 told him the Truth of the Whole matter. 


© « Wherefore from that time (faith Bodimu) he did affirm 
that this Spirit was always with him, and by ſome ſenſi- 
e ble ſign did ever advertiſe bim of things; as by ſtriking 
his right Ear, if be did any thing amiſs if otherwiſe his 
Lett. If any Body came to circumvent him, that his Right 
Far was ſtruck; but his Left Ear, if a Good Man and to 
good ends accoſted him. It he was about to eat or drink 
« any thing that would hurt him, or intended or purpoſed 
4 with himſelf to do any thing that would prove ill, that 
the was inhibited by a ſign: and if be delayed to follow 
2 Wd buſineſs, that he was quickned by 2 ben. given. 
* him. 
129703 Wien be began to praiſe God in Pſalms and declare 
his marvelous. Acts, that he was preſently raiſed and 
4 ſtrengthned with a Spiritual and Supernatural Power, 


With his Law and his Truth; and that he ſet one day of 
F-- 8.55 Week apart for reading the.Scri ture and Medita My 
oY irh nine Plalms, and that he did not _ out of his 


- 


ws 4 
w»- 


nn Angel. 
51 


1 PI 1 chat d 
| Ht was fh 


*©mdiſcreetly, or had ſome days together neglected his De- 
4 « Yotions , that he was forthwith admoniſhed thereof by a 
© Dream. That he was alſo admoniſhed to riſe betimes in 
A Morning, and that about four of the Clock a Voice 
29 OS to him white he was afleep, ſaying , who gets 
e 
He wh Bodinus alſo how he was often »dmoniſhed to 
give Alms, and that the more Charity he beſtowed, the 
more proſperous he was. And that at a time when his 


« Enemies fought after his Life, and knew that he was to 


21 by Wt, that his Father in a Dream brought two 
orfes two him, the one white, the other Bay; and that 
0 \, therefore he bid his Seryant hire him two Horſes ;- and 
-* though he told him nothing of the Colours, that yet he 
* brought him a White one, and a Bay one. 
* That in all Difficulties, Journeyings and what other 
©Exiterprizes ſoever,” he uſed to ask Councel of God; and 
* that dne Night when he had begged his bleſſing, while he 
* Nlept he'ſaw a Viſion wherein his Father ſeemed to bleſs 
5 1 At another time when he was in very great danger 
* and was newly gone to Bed, he ſaid, that thespirit would 
% got let him alone on he had raiſed him again; wherefore 
he watch'd and 77 all that Night. The baden erb 
eſcaped the bands of his Perſecutors in a wonderful man- 
ner; P which vein done, in his next fleep he heard a Voice, 
„9 ite, now [i ing 4 Tu ſee Latibuo Atiſimi. 
* Bodinus asked him why he would not ſpeak to the Spi- 
4ſt for the ining the more plain and familiar Converſe 
© with it. 115 anſwer'd that he once attempted it, but the 
« Spirit inſtantly truck the Door with. that Vehemency, ab 
* if he had knock'd ypon it with a Hammer, whereby he ga- 
| Gthered his diſſike of the matter. But though \theSpirit would 
not talk with bim, yet he could make uſe of his judgment 
in the reading of Books and moderating his Studies. For 
if he took an ill Book into bis hands and! fell a . 
Othe Spirit would ſtrike it, that be might lay it down 


. N alſo N times, de the Books what: they 
* would, 


' yy 
Y » ks 3 
i end 
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but that in the . © "wah converſation 
Merry and of a cheerful Mind, and he 
cited that 155 5 %or it, Vids facies ſandorum Litas, But 
in his. comtering with others, if he had talked vainly and 
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| — | ve manner told him, that with-- 
= 11 05 5 2 5 eir Inn, certain Off- 
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„ rected , h 


nſtantly land hen f furpin to oy Companions, re- 
neg 1 05 'F oe Work $a. Sd Monitor, and 
ite dep . 17 7 accordingly ; who had 

him elf © ** ; cn he was Ka- 


1795 
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ma not e 
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eh 
Tr 
11 15 1 in Bed beyyers . and Waking, 


break of Day, he heard a ſmall Voice ſaying to him, 
| 10 10 71575 and te & Friend that. E ces now upon his Death Bed; 
Tot 938 uo 3 ꝗ— 


k 
1 fck Perſon ſhould' be, and not. 


and enquired of his Family whe- 
any of his Acquaintance that was 
| ; but no, one having the leaſt Intelligence of any 
1 , he it over as a Caſual and Inſignificant. 
93 7 2 er Dinner comes a Servant of a Gentleman 
Soi Hes diſtant with a Letter, wherein he was 
955 to haſten to his Honſe, for that "his Father - in-Law 
cds angerouſly ill; which accordingly he did, and 
ithin less than. two days (during, his abode there) the 
Gentleman died. 


AI ame 8 farther told me, that about ten Year 
| 92 Having rec ed a Lecter in the Evening: b :which' he 
Rood tharhh h Preſtzce wagld: be neceſſary for the dif- 

. patchof an Aﬀfal ir in London the next day: but being at 


'of = 
iy. of them 1 5 


9 5 niſhed out of his ſight. 


but: he was perfectly awake, 


=_ A modeſt AN oer 
_ * - = that time of a Valetudinary State. gf Body , and .d 


öf the Event, an morebver AM 
not to 80; in theſe Anxious” and Perp 1 45 he 
Vent to Bed, and early it the Mornitlg the ſame. Voice thar 
he had formerly: heard, "ſaid foi * To, for | ſucceed, 
* _ only meet with ſome ” which accordingly 
<cameito:paſh. My Wü a ay” 99905 Perſon 
from whom l received theſe alk, of ds me in 


the leaſt to diſtruſt the Truth 
. The laſt Partictilar to e _ is, . the 
Wature of theſe Spirits, and what their Office is, in Reference to 
thoſe over wbom they 9 + wg concerning e Nature of theſe 
-Genii, who ſo ca preſide over Men, and ſometimes 
freely and kindly offs hemſcires l with them, 
* are Wo Opinions. pd = 
properly .o called, tech whoſe 


hat they are Angels 
Nat readers: them” incapable o uniting with a 'Terre- 
rial Body. And of this Opinion was Plato, as appears by 
what was cited before out of Apulieus, Far it beſng plain 
 - » That they are employed us” Preſidents” of; Kingdoms, and 
© .”>- .» Ringdoms being dut the Aggregate of | ividual Perfons, 
at ſeems Reaſonable, de erer Ma W particular TT 
Hould be of the ſame kind. * hci nn 
28. Others there are that pole Ben to be Hüene 
Souls; Either the Souls of the Deceaſed, who are releaſed 
From «their Terreſtrial Bodies oF gone. 125 Sha other 
World: Or elſe ſuch Souls whith are ET. LS kd from 
theit Ethereal or Kereal its Tetreſtffal 500 'Th Þ 
that will have the Guardian Gemi to be the Souls of the de- 
ceaſed, alledge tis for a Reaſon, that theſt departed Souls, 
having been once inhabitants in Earthly. Bodies, and having 
felt and known all the Diſadvantages, Hazards, 1 0 00 
and Afflictions, this Earthly" "State's expoſed to, ſuppoſing 
them but to retain we ſame ty-of mind'i in 145285 
thet World, that they did: in this, cannot but upon his 
their Affinity with Mortallty, mofe intimateiy ler aud 
Commiſerate the4nfitmiries; and Frailties, of Poor Mortal, 
and more afſectionately and kindly. a 7 alliſting 
hands for their Relief and Sueceuf, . "thoſe: 7 af 
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